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Queer(ing) Historical Research

• Sexuality is discursively constructed: it is composed of an individual’s at-
traction, their relationship to that attraction and the social and cultural
context.

•Gender is socially constructed and is used for social organisation: it is a
social, psychological and cultural state of being.

•Objects, spaces, behaviours and social, legal andeconomic roles acquire
gendered meanings through performative actions.

•Performative Theory describes gender as the product of culturally specific
rituals and practices which are maintained over time.

•As an historical category, queerness requires (re)thinking how gender and
sexuality vary over time, space and culture.

•Queerness may be understood as sustained expressions of gender and
sexuality which are subversive with respect to their historical context.

•Data are therefore limited to observable expressions of subversion.
•Queerness may also include sexually diverse people, such as people with
intersex variations.

• Intersexuality refers to anatomical, physiological, genetic and hormonal
features cannot be represented by the binary sex descriptors as either “fe-
male” or “male”.

Queer Superstar: Linda Ann Watson (c.1997-2004)

• Linda Ann Watson was a person with intersex variations and a researcher
on intersexuality active from 1997 to 2004.

• In 1998, Linda was invited by Professor Milton Diamond to participate on
in seminar on intersexuality given to medical students.

•Although worried about being treated "as a specimen", Linda accepted.
•While studying for a second master’s degree in counseling, Linda took
classes with Dr. Diamond in January of 1999 and was offered a desk in his
office in May.

• In this period, Linda analysed the data from patients Dr Diamond was
treating and was able to offer insights from both a personal and psycho-
logical perspective.
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The androgen insensitivity syndrome (AIS) and Klinefelter’s syndrome (KS),

which usually are the province of endocrinologists and geneticists, present fea-

tures of importance to psychiatrists and other psychotherapists. The primary fo-

cus of this article is to attend to the psychologic features of these syndromes.

Although not common, these conditions are not rare. They are among the most

commonly seen intersex conditions and have a prevalence of 2 or 3 cases/1000

population. These conditions present instances of undermasculinization and both

syndromes can occur in the same individual [1].

The medical-clinical-molecular characteristics of these conditions are cov-

ered in detail elsewhere [2–6]. We start with a brief introduction to the medi-

cal nature of each of these syndromes before proceeding to psychologic and

social considerations.

Androgen insensitivity syndrome

A result of potentially hundreds of genetic mutations to the androgen recep-

tor gene [7], the AIS is manifest by a notable inability of an individual who has

XY sex chromosomes to respond to androgens. This inability occurs despite the

presence of testes and typical testosterone production, transport, and metabolism

[8]. Of particular consequence is the relative or complete failure of the individual

to respond to testosterone or dihydrotestosterone that is crucial for the organi-
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• Linda co-authored a research paper on intersexuality focusing on the
gender and gender expression of 39 individuals with intersex variations.

•Gendered considerations were often ignored in prior research.
• The individual’s bodily autonomy was treated as secondary to the desires
of the physicians and patents.

•Participant responses gave empirical support to best practices for physi-
cians interacting with individuals with intersex variations.

• These best practices invovled centering the individual’s autonomy and
were likely to improve the long-term well-being of the individual.

Communal Science

•Queer community groups engage actively in the research process
through scientific advocacy and participation.

• This engagement can disrupt the researcher-subject hierarchy.
•When the subject engages with the composition, execution and interpre-
tation of research, they take on the role of a researcher.

• The lived experience of the researcher-subject compliments formal qual-
ifications of non-community researchers and practitioners.

• The collective action of community groups enhances research quality.
•During the Acquired Immunodeficiency Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS) crisis
(1981-2016) such community organisations were critical to the outbreak
response and the study of the virus.

  

Modern Context

•Recognising queer contributions to the history of science is essential to the
belonging of the queer community today.

•Posthumous recognition helps to correct the historical injustice and era-
sure of queer scientists.

•Research must be respectful of historical self-identification and of ethical
considerations around such information.

•Queerness in science is farmore common today owing to the public fund-
ing of science and more universal and accessible education.

• Even with limited data, it is clear that queer people and organisations
made important contributions to science from the beginning.
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